8                                      FOLKWAYS

the line of direction marked by the remotest course of the
historic stream. This is the way in which we have to act in
regard to the origin of capital, language, the family, the state,
religion, and rights. We never can hope to see the beginning of
any one of these things. Use and wont are products and results.
They had antecedents. We never can find or see the first mem-
ber of the series. It is only by analysis and inference that
we can form any conception of the "beginning" which we are
always so eager to find.

8.  Spencer on primitive custom.   Spencer1 says that " guidance
by custom, which we everywhere find amongst rude peoples, is
the sole conceivable guidance at the outset."   Custom is the
product of concurrent action through time.   We find it existent
and  in  control  at the   extreme  reach   of  our  investigations.
Whence does it begin, and how does it come to be ?   How can
it give guidance "at the outset"?   All mass actions seem to
begin because the mass wants to act together.  The less they
know what it is right and best to do, the more open they are to
suggestion from an incident in nature, or from a chance act of
one, or from the current doctrines of ghost fear.   A concurrent
drift begins which is subject to later correction.   That being so,
it is evident that instinctive action, under the guidance of tradi-
tional folkways, is an operation of the first importance in all
societal matters.   Since the custom never can be antecedent to
all action, what we should desire most is to see it arise out of the
first actions, but, inasmuch as that is impossible, the course of the
action after it is started is our field of study.   The origin of
primitive customs is always lost in mystery, because when the
action begins the men are never conscious of historical action, or
of the historical importance of what they are doing.   When they
become conscious of the historical importance of their acts, the
origin is already far behind.

9.  Good and 1>ad luck; ills of life; goodness and happiness.  There are
in nature numerous antagonistic forces of growth or production and destruc-
tion.   The interests of man are between the two and may be favored or ruined
by either.   Correct knowledge of both is required to get the advantages

1 Princ. of Sociology > sec. 529.